When is red urine not hematuria?: A case report.
The definition of gross hematuria is "the presence of blood in the urine in sufficient quantity to be visible to the naked eye." Certainly red urine, especially after trauma, immediately sparks the concern for genitourinary trauma. However, we report the unique case of a 19-year-old male who presented with "gross hematuria" after a motorcycle accident that turned out not to be hematuria but rather urine discoloration caused by the liberal use of a topical sulfa ointment containing an azo dye obtained in Mexico. We discuss the differential diagnosis of pigmenturia due to drugs or food ingestion, which is sparsely reported in the literature, as well as the frequency of alternative treatments used by patients presenting to the Emergency Department and the impact that can have on their evaluation.